THE ADULT EDUCATION STUDENT


In SC in 2008, there were 9207 GED Test candidates. Of those, 6644 passed. Of those who took the tests, 56.9% were male and 43.1% were female. The men have a slightly higher pass rate than the women.

Ethnicity: 2.5% Hispanic, 35.4% African American,  60.4% White, 0.8% American Indian/Alaska Native, 0.6% Asian, 0.2% Pacific Islander/Hawaiian. SC only gives the English version of the GED test, so any ESL students would have taken that version. There is no statistic on the number of ESL students who took the test. 

The mean age was 24. 

Adult students arrive in the classroom with many different skills and experiences. The following information identifies some of the basic characteristics of adult education students.

Adult students bring their varied pasts with them, including:

· History of successes and failures from early in life, school, the military, employment, family, marriage, and interpersonal relationships

· Different qualities of experiences with education, educational institutions, and learning with both positive and negative thoughts and feelings about school

· Different cultural, ethnic, gender, and religious values and norms

· Diverse intellectual abilities

· Ingrained “school habits” and ideas about what school is or should be like

Adult students bring a variety of life situations to the classroom, including:

· Different careers

· Different stages in their personal life, e.g. family, job, and other responsibilities may take precedence over school

· Different home environments from harmonious to stressful

· Differing communication skills (verbal, written, and psychomotor skills)

Learners have different reasons for attending school, such as:

· Obtaining employment 

· Improving skills to upgrade employment or status in life

· Securing a high school diploma

· Acquiring desired knowledge

· Improving personal lives


· Meeting family’s or friend’s goals

· Building self-confidence and motivation

Adult students often lack confidence in:

· Their own capabilities and life skills in general

· Their specific ability to learn because they may expect to fail

· Their ability to learn specific subject areas such as math, science, or writing skills

· Their ability to use computers and other new technologies

· Their skills in academics as well as in taking tests

· The ability of the educational system to be a caring and helpful place.

Adult students generally prefer educational environments that:

· Provide an opportunity to relate new learning to their past and present experiences

· Focus on real world problems and life situations with practical strategies to address life situations and problems

· Emphasize how learning can be applied to daily life and how to transfer learning to usable skills

· Provide learning experiences differently than the system they experienced as a child

· Are related to their own goals and past experiences

· Provide appropriate support, direction, and structure

· Allow debate and the challenging of ideas

· Provide instructors who listen to and respect their opinions

· Encourage them to be resourceful and share experiences with others

· Provide for differences in learning style, cultural background, gender differences, social/economic concerns, and age factors

· Care about them as individuals and treat them as adults

Adult learners do learn differently than children. Generally, adult students learn best when:

· Learning is voluntary.

· They are actively involved in the decision-making process regarding what they wish to learn.

· They participate in interactive learning experiences.

· They know what is expected of them and why.

· They believe that the skills they are gaining will benefit them in all areas of their life.

· Their questions are answered without embarrassment.

· They receive sincere praise.

· They can acquire a sense of accomplishment in their achievement.

· The social and physical setting is adult oriented.

· They know their teacher is there to help them achieve their goals and  

 individualize their instruction to meet their needs.

· The teacher engages in multiple teaching techniques and is actively involved with the students.

· The teacher understands adult learners, establishes a supportive learning climate, accepts others’ ideas, and is an active listener.

· The classroom uses technology to prepare students for the real world.
